68    Short History of Indian Literature

the easily-aroused masses, but also to the
higher castes. Kshatriyas and Kings were
among the Buddha's converts. Venerable
Brahmins embraced and enthusiastically
defended the reformed faith. Says the old
priest Pingiya:

"Well, I praise that beautiful voice, the
voice of him who is without stain and
folly, who has left self-righteousness far
behind.

" The darkness-dispelling Buddha, the all-
seeing who knows all hearts: he has come
nigh even unto me.

"And as a bird would pass by the dense
jungle and take up his abode in the fruitful
forest, even so I, leaving the men of narrow
views, am like a swan that has gained the
broad waters.

"Those who before explained to me the
teaching of Gotama, only added to my doubts.
There is but one, Gotama of great under-
standing, Gotama of great wisdom who has
taught me the truth."

His friend rejoins, "Canst thou then stay
away from him even for a moment, 0
Pingiya ?" and the old man answers :

"Not even for a moment do I stay away
from him, 0 Brahmin. I see him with my